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siys, to use the author's phrase,

nkly bookish.* They have the
julet library with its long rows

mes darkly bound: the light is gen-

d subdued. The eager outside life is
forgotten the tempestuous traffique and
ety [ mankind,” to quote St. Augus-
ne, whose “Confessions” stands upon
these shelves. The reader is led into the
presence of a various company. He passes

from St Augustine to Smollett, from Haw-
thorne to lielen of Troy; but they are all

figures in this great book-world of which
Mr. Lang Is a charmed explorer, and there
is no incongruity. The first essay, whichisa
general survey, gives the title, 1t Is fol-
lowed by a chapter on recollections of
Stevenson, one on the poems of Willlam
Norris, notes on Oliver Wendell Holmes,
and “Nab’s Friend,” Dr. Brown. One of the
subjects is Mrs. Radeliffe’s novels. and
there are several studies In a slightly mys-
in. The last essay Is “The Boy,” a
far removed from mysticism.

the opening pages Mr. Lang confesses
himeelf to be "a veteran who remembers a
great deal about books and very little about
people.” Tt is alwayvs dangerous to disasso-

I 1
cla books from life, and this general sen-

tim es rise to a kind of apology, in
the :t few paragraphs, for a point of-
view distinetly llterary. Certainly there
are ton many bhooks on books: but few of
them are graced with the delicate artistle
tourh of Andrew Lang.
THIE WING OF LOVE. By Katharine
Mary Cheever Meredith. New York:

MeClure, Phillips & Co. Washington:
Woodward & lLothrop.

Here is one of the dainty delights of the
beok vear, a story that holds, a style that
fascinates, a that charms and flesh
and blood character with a gentuine gual-

taste

fty. Life in a New York attic, and three
“atticeers” playing the male roles, with
two new-comers disturbing their quiet and
cpusing them to wonder if the world will
ever turn around as regularly as before,
The three original occupants of the attle

contrasted, a tall blond young

who sends half his money
mother and =scolds himself in
strer for squandering too much on him-
cheap necktie; a moody ‘cello
player in the grand opera orchestra, wear-
ing out hls heart for love of a woman to
whom he has never spoken; a hanger-on in

are s

writ

self—one

the great social world, Impecunious, well
dressed, an artist In making the most of
v practically non-existent Income.

T rs in the attie are a widow

ittle girl, fresh from
ier thinks .she can
1edd manuseripts. The

ds with the men and
with young Tarkington,
ils him about her aunt

3 of o friend whom
d n man at Heidel-
York.” Mrs. Mere-
5 her reader Into her

wnfessing the identity
York™ and hinting
** are ldentical. But
;splelon becomes a4 cer-
iiul romance is disclosed
v out for the young peo-

apart by the walls of

} sens, quickly, beautifully,
tisfactorily. and the “Duke of New York''
rs into his realm of loeve and honor, and

Van

happy, save perhaps poor
Gelder, who 1l eontinue to dodge duns
an.d eke out existence as a social but-
tarfly, and maybe the soul of S8chubert, who
has issed on 1o another life. There 18
nothing mors tender and affecting in late
wr r than t hor's description of the
& f Bechu he one sad factor In

otherwise spri dainty and soul-

reshing littie s

htly,

THE WINE-PRESS, By Anna Robeson
Brown, author of “The Millionalre's
Son." New York: D. Appleton & Co.

The *‘sex-problem’” novel is never a thor-
oughly pleasant product, and it is a ques-
tlon whether it needs to be written. But
occasionally it appears in a form that com-
mards attention and respect and even ad-

miration, especially when it offers, from a

woman's polnt of view, an estimate of the
relations

of the sexes that does justice to

Two young women, of dia-
opposite  temperaments, are
thrown ttonship by unusual cir-
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& enge upon the man supposed to be
£ of causing Guida's misfortune.
Throughout the story pulses a powerful
< of sentiment, and incidentally it
affords a revealing view of the workings
of a great school for the higher education
of wome An intimate portrait of the
dean of s establishment is one of the dis-
tinct achievements of the novel.
PORT ARTHUR; a Monster Heroism.
By Richard Barry. Illustrated from

taken on
New York:

photogr

the author.

phs

the field by
Moffat, Yard

w UO
TEkis is a notable volume for two reasons:

t. it is the inltial issue from the newly=-
formed house of Moffat, Yard & Company,
latest comer in the New York publish-
Ing field; second, it is the first book-print
relating to the capture of the supposedly
impregnable Russlan stronghold at the tip
of Manchuria. Mr. Barry's writings have
been appearing from time to time in the
morthly and weekly periodicals, as rapidly
he could get his matter through the
lines.  They have been assembled, with
material, in this book, where
they form one of the most interesting prod-
ucts thus far turred out by the corps of
wiar correspondents at the front.

As a consecutive account of the siege of
Port ,\:1E.ur__.’\lt'. Barry's book will cause
disappointment. It traverses the subject to
and fro as the author's fancy dictates, and
it much to be desired on the score

gressive quality.  But in its unse-
deseription of the momentous hap-
of the slege, It Is a stirring, in-

work, dramatic and analytical, a

presentation of the remarkable

soldier, a discussion and an ex-
planation of the strategy of the besieging

eral One of the most important items
of the book is the chapter deallng with
Gen, Kodama, the Japanese chief of staff,
whom Mr. Barry regards as the man of the
hour In Japan, the real power behind the
throne, the military master mind. He was
derided by the higher statesmen of Japan
after the war with China as an upstart, and
they sent him off to be governor of Formosa
to get rid of him. He achleved there a re-
markable work, reducing the island in a
short time from a state of anarchy to order
and industry and prosperity. He returned
to Japan with such prestige that he might
have become prime minister for the ac-
quiescence. He preferred, however, to “‘pull
strings than be one of the strings to be
pulled.”” He added: ‘*‘Russia is peeking up
over the border. Let us prepare. Give me
a desk in the war office.”” This Is the way
that Japan made ready, and Kodama is
today recognized by Japan as the man who
did the work and who is preasing the ad-
vantage gained by reason of preparedness,

THE WHITE PERILL IN THE FAR
EAST; an Interpretation of the Sig-
nificance of the Russo-Japanese War.
By Sidney Lewis Gulick, M.A., D.D.,
author of “The Evolution of the Jap-
anese,” &e. New York: Fleming H.
Revell Company.

Dr. Gulick speaks on this subject with au-
thority, for he has spent years in the far
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cast and knows [ts peoples, itsgproblems and
the trend of evenis as do fewWobservers of

Asiatic affairs. He here calls for the yel-
low races for that *‘square Geal" of which
President, Roosevelt spoke. He conceives
that there is greater danger in a “white
peril” in the east than a yellow peril, of
which there has been so much loose and ill-
considered talk since the remarkable ad-
vance of Japan Into front rank in the
world. He cites examples of the overhear-
ing attitude of the white men in Asia to-
ward the owners of the soil, and the steady
upgrowth of a feellng of bitter resentment
against all westerners. He instances the
trickery in trade and treaty making that
has robbed the Asiatics of many of their
rights and much of their land. He demon-
strates that the present war is for the
checking of this process, the natural revolt
of a nation against dangerous encroach-
ments, His book is scholarly and thought-
ful in ite treatment of matters which are
in constant evidence before the readers of
newspapers. His analysis of the situation
as it exists today will be valuable in cor-
recting certaln erroneous Impressions of the
Asiaties that have formed in the public
mind in sorhe quarters.

STINGAREE. By E. W. Hornung, au-
thor of “The Amateur Cracksman,
&e. Illustrations by George W. Lam-

bert. New York: Charles Scribner’'s
Sons. Washington: Woodward &
Lothrop.

In “Stingaree” Mr. Hornung produces a
character somewhat like his “Raffles,”” a
vital personage with a deplorably criminal
trait, yet of a nature to be loved and ad-
mired and even respected, and whose pass-
ing from the scene Is an occasion of sin-
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influence of wise parents who know well
how to deal with growing little folks with
active brains. Each chapter comprises an
episode, and yet it is difficult to stop read-
ing, so keen is the interest aroused in what
these youngsters are golng to do next,

THE SUNSET TRAIL. By Alfred Henry
Lewis, author of “Wolfville Days,"”
&c. Tlustrated. New York: A,
Barnes & Co.

It Is good news to the admirers of his
former work that Alfred Henry Lewis has
harked back upon his western literary trail
once more, after dallying with the subjects
of the effete east, and flushes more live and
interesting characters. To any one who has
the sniff of prairie or mountain in his nos-
trils the wvery title of the book is taking
and suggestive. The '“Sunset Trall!” Of
what does it not whisper? In this case it
is a story of the cow days, with here and
there a trace of Lhe Indian militant, just
enough to lend a spice of powder and
adorn with the feather of an arrow. Rough
and rude were the times and the people as
well. Sixshooters cracked often, the ping
of the Winchester bullet and the soft thud
of the buffalo gun’'s missila punctuated the
hours perhaps too frequently. But they
were interesting times and interesting peo-
ple; folks of flesh and blood—especially
blood. Mr. Lewis knew them well. He
possesses the faculty of reviving his rem-
iniscences in a rarely interesting fashion.

There is not a dull page in the bhook. It
is full of action, the homely philosophy and
serlous wit of the western country, with
just enough of pathos, well concealed, to
give ballast. Mr. Lewils established an en-
during place for himself in American liter-
ature by his Wolfville tales, and many
people rank him with Bret Harte as a de-
picter of the West and the characteristics
of its settlers. He has not subtracted from
his reputation in the wvolume now under
consideration. His friends will thank him
for giving them another whiff of the west,
and only regret that the tales are not twice
the number,

HESTER OF THE GRANTS; a Romance
of Old Bennington. By Theodora
Peck. New York: Fox, Duffield & Co.

Poor Hester Robinson had her trials n
rapid sequence. Her father a traltor to the
cause of the colonists, her lover suspected
of treason, captured by the British, wound-
ed and captured again; herself kidnaped by

a seoundrelly lover and saved only after
desperate efforts; her,property confiscated

il B

cusses first what the anarchist wants, a
:l: no means clearly defined desire save In
he terms of the most rational of the pro-
nents of that ideal state of no-govern-
nt, of social exlstence by natural pro-
He then treats of the various means
ted to the same end, the oral prop~
agafda, the written propaganda, the prop-
a by example—such as Tolstoy has

He interestingly discourses upon
the Lajin quarter, where tha propagandists
%tly congregate—and where they do
mostly starve,

He pays an eloquent tribute to the true
Bohemian of the quarter and dramatically

tells of the expedients to which he is
driven by his necessities to eke out an
existerce. In discussing the literary and

artistic aspects of life—the life of Mont-
martre, the center of the world of revolu-
tionists—Mr. Sanborn does perhaps his
best work, treating at length of the men
and women who have made that region
famous throughout the world.

The work is an Important offering, for it
explains much that is today obscure in the
minds of men at a distance. In enables
the western readers henceforth to measure
more accurately the significance of the
repeated demonstrations in the French cap-
ital and the various ebullitlons of the fer-
vent spirits of reform. Mr. Vaughan Trow-
bridge's drawings are In the main effective,
but ocecasionally they are Loo grotesque to
be acceptable.

WASPS; Social and Solitary. By George
W. Peckham and Elizabeth G. Peck-
ham. With an introduction by John
Burroughs. Illustrations by James
H. Emerton. Boston: Houghton,
Miflin & Co. Washington: Woodward
& Lothrop.

After reading this thorough work on a
subject that is unfamiliar to a great ma-
jority of people, the thought occurs that
the wasp might be styled the eagle of the
irsect kingdom Fierce, brave and of a
voracious appetite, shrewd in surveying the
field, and to a certain extent solitary in
habit, the “':151'1 is a scourge, feeding upon
all lesser and many larger creatures. In
his delightful introduction to the work In
hand, which was rescved from virtual ob-
livion as an official publication by being
pricted in this form, Jehn Burroughs says.

“I am free to confess that I have had
rore delight in reading this book than in
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cere regret on the part of the reader. Stin-
garee i3 an Australian bushranger of un-
limited nerve, dash and ingenulty, a robber
of coaches, a rescuer of prisoners, a cham-
pion of virtue, an all-round adorable vil-
lain. His escapes are marvelous. The au-
thor of “The Amateur Cracksman’ can be
depended upon to manage such detalls with
skill. Of course, he has his romance. No
career of violence Is complete without a
touch of sentiment. And the fallure of his
hopes causes some qualms in the sympa-
thetie breast. But it could not be other-
wise with Stingaree. He was socially im-
possible in a way, yet not the way that
counts with so many votaries of the po-
lite world. His was a legal Impossibility,
not temperamental. Maybe some day Mr.
Hornung will learn what became of Stinga-
ree after the night when he vanished from
the sight of men and will relate his subse-
quent adventures. That he had them, if he
lived, is as certaln as that the day follows
the night, for it {s born to men like Stinga-
ree to be always at odds with circum-
stance.

DREYOND CHANCE OF CHANGE. By
Sara Andrew Shafer, author of “The
Day Before Yesterday.” New York:
The Macmillan Company. Washing-

s ton: Brentano's.

Inasmuch as only a few people ever grow
up without being really, truly children, with
children's temptations and struggles, disap-
pointments and joys, failures and successes,
practically all adults should find in this
book of slightly connected sketches about
the same group of youngsters a rich re-
minder of other days. It is in effect a trib-
ute to childhood, to the ingenuity of boys
and girls for getting the most out of life,
cleverly written, tender and sprightly, and,
best of all, g0 probable that it will be ree-
ognized by the average reader as almost
a personal transcript of life’s record. The
time of the actlon is a few years following
the civil war, perhaps in the early seven-
tles. The scene is laid In the middle or
nearer west, a village In which people knew
each other more or less intimately, and the
fame of active youngsters spreads to the
bounds of local existence. The exploits of
Rachel and her brother Dick and Sophy
Jane and Lier brother Jimmy are many and
varted. They get Into scrapes and out
again, and over them Is spread the sweet

by the state and returned when Ethan
Allen had bulldozed the couneil into the
act of justice—these are by no means all of
Hester's sad experiences. Two or three
times the sympathetic reader feels that
there surely must come an end to the
threats and disasters. But no, there are
still more pages and this means more com-
plications for Hester. The story of her
woes has some excellent points, and it af-
fords a clear view of Vermont in the days
of fighting and an admirable account of
the battle of Bennington, besides giving a
glimpse of Ethan Allen after his release
from the British prison. But it would be a
stronger and better story for a little judi-
cious pruning of the *‘thrill” parts.

FPARIS AND THE SOCIAL REVOLU-
TION; a Study of the Hevolutionary
Elements in the Various Classes of
Parisian Society. By Alvan Francis
Sanborn, With illustrative drawings
by Vaughan Trowbridge. Boston:
Small, Maynard & Co.

It is always necessary (o translate the
word “revolution’” when it is used in the
French sense. To the Frenchmen it means
much mere and yet much less than to the
American or the Englishman. “If the hours
of workingmen are changed, it is a revo-
iution, while if the state is overturned by
cataclysm whish drenches the land in
blood it is no more a revolution. If judges
and courts wer: tomorrow abolished, It
would be a revolution, and if, on the other
Land, the doctrine of free bread from the

a

state to the pour were put in foree, it
would be equally a revolution. To the
propagandist of Paris revolution means

change, progress, however great or small,

toward a new ideal of government or a
new state of society. This dafinition is
recessary in order to understand why

there are so many revolutionists in Paris
without result; why so many grades of
doctrine, so many schools of radicals,

Mr, Sanborn’s large book fully and per-
haps too voluminously explains the revoiu-
tion and the revolutionists of Paris. It is
a philosophical treatise and at the same
time an assemblage of personal sketches
and descriptions of places, an analysis of
motives and a panorama of the restless
activity that causes Paris forevermore to

‘into floral

seethe like a boiling cauldron. He dis-

reading any other nature bcok in a long
time. Such a queer little people as it re-
veals to us, so whimsieal, so fickle, so fussy,
so forgetful, so wise and yet so foolish,
such victims of routine and yet so indi-
vidual, finding Lhel: way back to the same
scrare Inch of earth in the monotonous ex-
panse of wide plowed field with unfailing
accuracy, and then at times finishing their
cell and sealing it up without the spider and
the egg: hardly any two alike; one nervous
and excitable, another calm and unhurried;
one careless in her work, another neat and
thorough; this one suspiclous, that one
confiding; one specles digging its burrow
befcre It eaptures its game, others caplur-
ing the game and then digging the hole;
one wasp hanging its splder up in the fork
of a weed to Keep it away “from the ants
while it works at the nest, and then run-
ning to it every moment to see that it is
safe; another laying the insect on the
ground while it digs—verily, a queer little
people, with a lot of wild nature about
them, and of human nature, too."”

The book justifies the high expectation
raised by this warm praise by one of the
leading living naturalists. Viewed as a bit
of interesting reading, it is one of the
most entertaining works issuel this season,
whether of fiction or of fact.

THE JAPANESE FLORAL CALENDAR.
By Ernest W. Clement, M.A, Illus-
trated. Chicago: The Open Court
Publishing Company.

A well-known writer on “Japan and I's
Art” has said: *“Flowers are assoclated
with every act of a Japanese's life; they
herald his birth, they are his daily compan-
ions, they accompany him to the grave,
and after that they serve as a link ba-

tween him and those he has left—for his
relatives and friends do not rest satisfied
with piling up his coffin with floral tributes,
but they show their remembrance by offer-
ings for long years afterwzzd.” It is there-
fere necessary, in order =y to realize tne
truth of the Japanese character, to study
the relations of the people to the jewels
of nature, and for such a purpose this Jit-
tle work, with its handsome {llustrations,
is especially valuable. The year is divided
periods correspond to the
months., There have been some changes of
late years as the western methods of time
reckoning have come Into vogue in Japan,

but by whatever names they are called
these periods serve to evoke occasiona] ex-
pressions of the national love and appre-
ciation of flowers and plants. The fesli-
vals and celebrations are not confined (o
flowers. A twig, bamboo branch, a bun:h
of leaves or of grass will serve as a type.
The author of the book has prepared the
following calendar as expressing the mod-
ern Japanese range of nature worship: Jan-
uary, pine; February, plum: March, peach
April, cherry: May, wistaria; June, L ~
July, morning glory:; August, lotus; Sep-
tember, “seven grasses:” October, maple;
November, chrysanthemum: December, ca-
mellia. The houses are decorated with
these growths throughout each month, and
or speclal occasions the people engage n
festivals at the parks or other places of
resort or in the extensive private gardens.
Mr. Clement adds to the atiractiveness of
the book by queting the poetry appropriate
te each of the months and the flower fes-
tivals.

BELCHAMBER. Dy
Sturgis, author of “Tim,” &ec. l.:m-
don: Archibald Constable & Co. New
York: G. P. Putnam’'s Sons. Wash-
ington: Woodward & Lothrop.

The Belchamber family derived Its
from a dublous incident in its history, and
produced a long line of guestionable char-

Howard Overing

titie

acters despite or perhaps because of the
fact that they were representatives of the
titled classes of England. The last of the
house to date Is ti Belchamber of the
story, a weak but, s ge to say, a moral

young man. The novel deals with his de-
velopment and his marciage to the da
of a "noble’” house, whose mother is

miliar

land today. Belchamber, whose
A by his

name is “Salnty.”

is grossiy d

wife bhefore and after mu L rises
manfully to the requirements of his posi-
tion a= head of the great house. IHe con-
ives a great love for the child his wite
bears, not his own, and determines to keep
him as his heir, despite fact that there-
by he Is defrauding h brother's children

The situation thu realed

- rights.
nsely dramatic, and In
ters the author has score
£ excecded in
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e sSpirit despite

et

8 nol

and spirit

it

qualit |

and to arouse the s

to conditions In the higher social life of |

land that cry for correction. 1 ern

it is written in a which = s

producer : one of t leaders 1

fiction writers.

THE YOUNG FOLKS CYCLOPAEDRIA
OF NATURAL HISTORY, By Joahn
Denison Champlin, A M.; edi-

torial o«
tion ]r_\'
trated, r}
Co Washington
tyne & Sons,

The edltors

edu

and an

of thiz vaiuabl

1tion of young naturalists regard

produect fitting between the bri -

ripti

hich give i

and the 1

dom,

e LAVIsior i1
he Natlonal Mu-
now curator-in-

 the Brooklyn In-
plan of the book iIs

the animal's place in
eneralizations resj
and, |} |

ant

impe species, indicatin

personal history, habits, and t

relationship of the species of t to those
of the pa=st. In many cases n psr-
ticulars concerning the animai’s relation to

man, meéthods of hunting and capture, ete.

LEADING FACTS IN HISTORY SE-
RIES—THE STUDENT'S A\ MERICAN
HISTORY. By D. H Montgomery,
author of the series. Revised edi-
tion. Boston: Ginn & Co.

Written
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The work is adapted for use as a
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THIEE COUNTRY HOMIE, LIBRARY—
THE ORCHARD AND FRUIT GAR-
DEN, By E. P. Powell. Illustrated.
New York: McClure, Phillips & Co.
Washingtofi: Woodward & Lothrop,

The author of this valuable work on prac-

tical pomology appropriately deditates it
Charles Darwin, *f
‘impassible’ barriers be
pointing the road
ment;’”" to Charles
assiduity.in collecting
ean fruits, a herculear
Luther Burbank, *
increasing host of 1 breeders and fruit
creators,” adding: “They have opened the
way into a new world, as truly as Colum-
bus, a world of wonders and treasures, to
be measured only by the enterprises of fu-
ture mankind."” In consequence of the rapid
progress of the seience, a new fruit book, he
says, has become a necessity every ten
years, but so large is the field and so rapid
its development that never asgain will a
truly exhaustive fruit book be written. The
object of the present writer is, therefore,
rot to accomplish the impossible, not to of-
fer an ‘“‘exhaustive” treatise on orchard
fruits and fruit gardens, but to furnish a
thoroughiy reliable book for those who are
estublishing their homes on the improved
basis of intensive culture, and especially “'to
assist those who are escaping ifrom the
conlinement of city life to the freedom and
luxuries of suburban homes.
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CAMBRIDGE HISTORICAL SERIES;
Edited by G. W. Prothero, Litt.D.,
honorary fellow of King's College,

Cambridge—SCANDINAVIA, By R.
Nisbet Bain, author of “The Daugh-

ter of Peter the Great,” &c. Cam-
bridge: The University Press. New
York The Maemillan Company.

Washington: Drentano’s.

Students of modern political conditions
In Eurcpe are aware of the fact that a
breaking strain exists at present between
the Swedes and the Norwegians, who are
bound by political ties which at times do
not seem to be strong enough to prevent a
rupture. This potential schism is one of
the latent forces for an upsetting of the
peace of Europe. It is causing great un-
easiness among those who dread the com-
ing of the day of any change whatever in
the political map. For the proper under-
standing of the true situation in Scandina-
via and a conception of the-possibilities of a
separation such a work as that now in hand
is invaiuable. It is the result of a careful
research, chiefly aNong native sources, and
presents the peninila in all its bearings,
social, politieal and artistie, considers its
people as a whole and individually, traces
the many changes whikh have resulted from
the frequent wars in which the Scandina-
vians have engaged with other peoples, and
indicates the grand opportunity which was
lost by those natural allies, the Danes and
the Scandinavians, when they failed to
coalesce at a time when Europe lay vir-
tually at the mercy of one strong state,
such as these two might have formed. The
work is a scholarly performance, and will
be of great value to American readers,
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